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Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter Vol.3 2020-2021

Welcome! This is the third newsletter published by the Library
and Reading Affairs Team this year. In this volume, we have
book and e-book recommendations, e-reading news, teachers’
book reviews, book reports, a book and film review, and
reading competitions to share with you. Enjoy reading!

Book
Recommendation

Cats vs Dogs

The animal world is a weird and
wonderful place and scientists are
always uncovering fascinating and
surprising insights into the lives of
everything from the tiniest insect to
the biggest beast. This book features
the very best animal-related questions
and answers from New Scientist
readers and writers.

E.g. Why are cats unwilling to swim?

Q. ‘'a. ‘. ‘q. ‘q. Why do dogs like jumping into cold

Why do millipedes have so many legs?

MISBEHAVING MAMMALS, INTELLECTUAL INSECTS
,F?“AW’IFNY FISH AND YH‘E GREAT PET Sf‘IOW DO'/}-'N‘
Do geese always fly in a V formation?
ISBN : 9781529339208

Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter Vol. 3 P.1



Book Recommendation

«
g

™ SEVEN
b KINDS OF
W propir

,'l {
4L YOU FIND #

.
mm BOOKSHO

ISBN: 9781788166584

ps 8
SHAUN BYTHELL _ 3|

Seven Kinds of People
You Find in Bookshops

If you visit bookshops more often than
the grocery store, you'll recognize the
types of people. There're the Expert, the
Young Family, the Occultists. Then
there’re the Loiterer, the Bearded
Pensioner, the Not-So-Silent Traveller,
and the Family Historian.

Two bonus sections include the Staff and,
finally, the Perfect Customer -- all from
the author, the funniest sell-and-tell
observer in the house of books. This is
the perfect read for anyone who ever felt
a bookstore was home.

The Stoic Guide to a Happy

Life QW\

a\l
In this enlightening book, the author offers a T % \ ¢
thoughtful and modern reinterpretation of Stoic Guide @'/ »
Epictetus's 53 lessons for living a good life. to a Happy } A
Drawing on the ancient wisdom of the Stoics, Life Q/ 4
this is a comforting guide that will help you /7
reclaim the power of your emotional response e
and let go of the things you can't control. ;\)"l"t\-‘lsl'g‘(fé |

ISBN: 9781846046674
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Book Recommendation

Stillness is the Key

STILLNESS
IS THE KEY

“A must read in our
—ANGELA DUCKWORTH, bests  author of Grit

RYAN
HOLIDAY

Author of THE OBSTACLE IS THE WAY and EGO IS THE ENEMY

ISBN: 9781788162067

Grit

All great leaders, thinkers, artists,
athletes, and visionaries share one
indelible quality. It enables them to
conquer their temper, to avoid
distraction and discover great insights,
to achieve happiness and do the right
thing. The author calls it stillness--to be
steady while the world spins around
you. He outlines a path for achieving
this ancient, but urgently necessary way
of living. Drawing on a wide range of
history's greatest thinkers, he argues
that stillness is not mere inactivity, but
the doorway to self-mastery, discipline,
and focus.

In this must-read for anyone seeking to |

succeed, the author takes us on an eye-
opening journey to discover the true
qualities that lead to outstanding

achievement. She has found that grit—a 7

combination of passion and perseverance for
a singularly important goal —is the hallmark
of high achievers in every domain. She’s also
found scientific evidence that grit can grow.

Winningly personal, insightful and powerful,

this book is about what goes through your
head when you fall down, and how that -
not talent or luck - makes all the difference.

‘Fascinating and persuasive’
Malcolm Glacdwell

Why passion
and resilience
are the secrets

to success

ISBN: 9781785040207
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E-Reading News
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@ Teachers’ Book Reviews

South of the Border, West of the Sun
Review written by Jeff Chong

“If 1 stayed here, something inside me would be lost forever—something |
couldn’t afford to lose. It was like a vague dream, a burning, unfulfilled desire.
The kind of dream people have only when they’re seventeen.”

The book, in short, narrates the life of a man named Hajime, an upstate Jazz
Bar owner in his late thirties, happily married to Yukiko with two daughters.
There is nothing out of the ordinary until the protagonist reunites with his
childhood lover — Shimamoto — twenty-five years later after they were
separated. Shakespeare would have called them star-crossed lovers, the
modern Romeo and Juliet.

To most people, the book is nothing but a man having an extramarital affair.
But if we are to dissect the title of the book with more care, we are bound to
realise that “South of the Border” and “West of the Sun” are metaphors that
represent a comfort zone and a fantasy respectively. Since a young age, we
have been told to study hard, to find a job that pays well, to get married, to
have kids and to live a fulfilled life.

“A wise and beautiful book."
~The New York Times Book Review

HARUKI

MURAKAMI

ISBN: 9780679767398

WEST OF THE

SUN
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@ Teachers’ Book Reviews

South of the Border, West of the Sun
Review written by Jeff Chong

Everything seems so normal, if not formulaic, and most of us really do follow
this guaranteed “formula of bliss and joy”. However, to Hajime, while he is
content with his life, he is looking beyond the border towards the west of the
sun to discover what has been lost in his life — mistakes that were made or
chances that were missed due to a lack of courage and the misleading nature
of destiny.

Virginia Woolf once said, “You cannot find peace by avoiding life. To look life
in the face, always, to look life in the face and to know it for what it is. At last
to know it, to love it for what it is, and then, to put it away.” Life is an
uncontrollable wave of fate. While we are all working hard to make different
factors in life under our control, sometimes we miss out the fact that we are
living in the present. A life dominated by regrets from the past and worries for
the future is not a well-lived one.

Seize the moment and live in the present. Take risks. It is better to fail in
originality than to succeed in limitation.

Haruki Murakami, the
author of South of the
Border, West of the
Sun
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@ Teachers’ Book Reviews

Letters to Sam

Review written by Bonnie Wai

“Sam, everyone has demons inside. Psychoanalyst Carl Jung called them our
‘shadows’. He meant that we have parts of ourselves that we can’t deal with.
But we can’t run away or separate ourselves from them. The shadows are part
of us... They are just parts of ourselves that have long been ignored, seeking a
voice. Welcome them, feed them, and listen to what they have to say. There
is really not a whole lot to be afraid of.”

Life lessons... how do we usually learn about life? From school or from your
parents? Imagine your parents or your grandparents giving you an instruction
manual about how to live life. The book Letters to Sam by Daniel Gottlieb is
somewhat like that. A grandfather Daniel who has paralysis writes a book of
letters to his grandson Sam who has been diagnosed with autism. Daniel uses
his own experience when giving lessons with themes we can all relate to:
being kind to others, love, healing, the list goes on.

This book touched my heart because of its warm and thought-provoking
content. No matter what the situation, the book teaches us how to find
appreciation and meaning in life. Daniel’s letters can be applied to everyday
challenges and inspires us to be more positive when facing such challenges.

Hopefully Daniel’s letters can bring you some inspiration and positivity when
you most need it.

THE INTERNATIONAL BESTSELLER

Letters

to Sam
9 ISBN: 9781402756689

A Grandfather's
Lessons on Love, Loss,
and the Gifts of Life

Daniel Gottlieb
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Teachers’ Book Reviews
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@ Book Reports

Finders Keepers

8B 3 Cheung Sui Lun, Colin

Almost 30 years later from his initial arrest, Morris Bellamy, the
pasty-skinned, red-lipped villain of King’s new novel Finders
Keepers, takes a less nuanced approach when confronting his
own literary hero.

Morris Bellamy has come to Rothstein’s remote New
Hampshire house with a pair of thugs to rob the elderly author.
But, really, what he’s after are the rumours of the dozens of
notebooks Rothstein has filled with his writing in the decades
since he retired from public life entirely, and is desperate to
find a new ending for Rothstein’s creation, Jimmy Gold.

Stephen King flits between the two stories, Pete and Morris’s
past and present, slowly building up to what has always been
coming: Morris’s release, on the subjects of Jimmy Gold and
John Rothstein, and his reclaiming of what he believes is his.

STEPHENg
Stephen King, the A KI NG .

author of Finders FINDERS %
Keepers \ KEEPER§W_‘

ISBN: 9781473698994
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@ Book Reports

Finders Keepers

8B 3 Cheung Sui Lun, Colin

Finders Keepers is the sequel to Mr. Mercedes, a straight thriller
that won King the top US crime award- the Edgar, and the
second volume in a projected trilogy about retired detective
Bill Hodges (to be completed with The Suicide Prince). Hodges,
now running the investigative firm “Finders Keepers”, is
reunited with his fellow investigators, Jerome and Holly, in this
new case. But he’s also still obsessively visiting Brady Hartsfield,
Mr. Mercedes’ killer, who has awoken from a coma, but is
apparently still catatonic.

At roughly 400 pages, this isn’t one of those classic literature
books you read in school. Yet the book is expertly plotted with
a series of jaw dropping moments that just make you tremble
with fear. The book manages to piece by piece build up
suspense to a suitably horrific climate. And just like how Pete
and Morris are obsessed with Rothstein, you will be too.

Horror and swear words aside, this book really has to be one of
those books that freshens your mind. This book takes the
meaning of crime thrillers to the next level. And with an
immensely talented author, this book has to be a must-read.
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@ Book Reports

Pride and Prejudice

8A 36 Yeung Sum Yuet, Angie

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen is one of best reads of all time.
With its intricate character development of Lizzy Bennet and Mr.
Darcy to its perfect mixture of satire and courtship, it is definitely
a great read for all ages.

What | loved most about Pride and Prejudice was the character
development of Lizzy Bennet and Mr. Darcy. They both started
off as prejudiced and proud people. Lizzy was quick to judge Mr.
Darcy’s pride and therefore refused to acknowledge his good
gualities. She completely immersed herself with the falsehoods
that Mr.Wickham (Mr. Darcy’s worst enemy) said from a biased
point of view. These statements were meant to mislead Lizzy so
she would think Mr. Darcy to be an evil and prideful little
scoundrel. But Lizzy’s hatred for Mr. Darcy grew even more when
he proposed to Lizzy in the most insulting way possible by saying,
“Could you expect me to rejoice in the inferiority of your
connections?-- to congratulate myself on the hope of relations,
whose condition in life is so decidedly beneath my own?” Lizzy
blatantly rejected Mr. Darcy due to her prejudice and his pride.

PRIDEGPREJUDICE

ISBN: 9781846096242
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@ Book Reports

Pride and Prejudice
8A 36 Yeung Sum Yuet, Angie

They later became improved versions of themselves because of
each other. Mr. Darcy realised how he, the great lover of Lizzy,
had caused his own downfall by making Lizzy hate him because
of pride he never knew existed. That made him change from a
proud person to a humble one. Lizzy, the witty and clever girl
realised how she had misjudged Mr. Darcy so muchthat she
completely ignored his ability to change. But Lizzy then changed
to a more unbiased and accepting girl.

| love how Jane Austen has taught us that love makes you whole.
Pride and Prejudice teaches us that it is our pride and prejudice
that drives us to hate and despise others for traits that do not
even exist. It is prejudice that causes misunderstandings and
pride that reinforces falsehood.

From the book's memorable quotes to the precious lessons that
Pride and Prejudice has taught us, Jane Austen’s most famous
novel is indeed a must-read.

Jane Austen, the author of
Pride and Prejudice
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@ Book Reports
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@ Book Reports

«E’L" %F‘Qfﬁ‘—ﬁ ""’\—?jt‘g’ﬁ) 10C 23 ¥ ki%

29 EEL T SR E I ERIR Y eI B L
B FhReE SR L B O NG GRS TR RS A F TR
B K 0 B § B R AR KRR e R0 TR AR £
FHFIA L S TR R Y I o RAE 0 AP T KR U o XA T
REHADEB IR EF v FoRd e P HRA2a 2 > e BRHT o B gl
“EP TR A AR R R e TR T IR AR
HigFh- 4 o RRFFRGERY R Y 0 BRI - BSHERd R -

T-HBREFRFREDAR CAALARMTC c BmERE s XA AP E S
LEF-LEULAPHETREAA > AL > TEUBE P LR 0 &
FABIFERE > BP0 EEFEENI IR BT BRBDLIAP o - 3 F
Bl RO RN ORI - RO BRI AT - AL HUAPLRETE By
QA A P R e #1}Jﬁ-’<—5¥§j‘¢\ gy o ﬁi{i@'}ﬁ‘/\"a - BHCX > 5 g
BAPNLIREL] LA

IR (A AR) E o FERTA B (X AR Ré- B4 L
RERA PR L BY 540 LAY TEMG £ hE B4 fheo o P
b TR B frEuldied——FF A B L sV FHE 0 B30 %
Aipenm S a R FE LT PRI LFATAA ) R E TS PERE ;
FIEXFE T - BrARTEC PR R HE  FET eRREDLLY
TR REIG - BREASE R A - e B AL L T AR
S g s

290l baed B - BE X o HF AP PR > KL A5 L P
e BENELFA 2 EFLF P PHEILIFrX >3 ABHLAFIchi B >
FRg B e A TRk, o RS h T AR oA A PR
BBk 3 M TRATE- £ 82 B LB gd o ZF A )
% r;i\-t“ﬁ-zf‘t‘ﬁ*?al.ﬁé, AP E TR B PR 1AL A R | o E A
A= SR HaE ¥ o o apl ] EE 0 B2 AR S 2 ?

Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter Vol. 3 P17



Book Reports
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@ Book Reports
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Book and
Film Review
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Book and
Film Review
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Reading Competitions
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Reading Competitions

The 32" Annual Book Report Competition for

Secondary School Students

HON: Ol
PUBLISHING COMPANY LTD.

The32"d Annual
Book Report Competition
for Secondary School Students

] The Annual Book Report Competition is

£ back.With the objective to promote English
reading,cultivate reading habits and enhance
languageproficiency of Hong Kong students,

. Hong KongEducational Publishing Company
Ltd., AthensEducation and The Commercial
Press (HK)Limited, jointly host The 32nd
Annual Book Report Competition for
Secondary SchoolStudents. Apart from the

- written section, thisyear’ s competition will

also accept Multimedia entries to offer

students the chance to sharetheir book review

in different ways.

<> Extensive Reading Section

Chinese Section / English Section
(Written Section)

C~ Junior Division: F.1 - F.3

C” Senior Division: F.4 - F.6

Multimedia Section

Participants make a video to share their
book review in Cantonese, Mandarin or
English.

< Master Pieces Section
{Written Section) Chinese only

€~ Junior Division: F.1 - F.3
C Senior Division: F.4 - F.6

EEAYEEEBAERAE
HONG KONG EDUCATIONAL
PUBLISHING COMPANY LTD.

€ There will be a champion, a 1st
runner-up, a 2nd runner-up and
5 merits in each section

€~ The 3 most active schools will be
awarded a trophy.

CC All participants will receive an
E - Certificate of Participation.

- The Champion entry of each
division will be published in Sing
Tao Daily Education and Hong
Kong Education City’ s website.

Jm O

€7 26 March 2021 (Friday)
€

Result Announcement
Late June 2021

e

Download
-A’ppli‘catiB’rJ\"

ATHENS

DUCATION

Please visit us at http/Avww.athenseducation.hk & http:/Avww.hkep.com
. 2887 8018 | &=% 2570 9795 | 8/F, Eastern Central Plaza, 3 Yiu Hing Road, Shau Kei Wan, Hong Kong

Enquiry:

Interested students may contact Mr. Wong (School

Librarian) via 26372270 during office hours.
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